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UD TAPS CHIEF SCIENTIST FROM INDUSTRY
AS NEW DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH INSTITUTE
DAYTON, Ohio-- Joseph E. Rowe, retired vice president and chief scientist for PPG
Industries, will oversee the University of Dayton's $40 million-a-year research enterprise in
his new post as associate vice president for research and director of the Research Institute.
He begins the position Sept. 1.
"One of the things that attracted me to the job is the integration of the Research
Institute within the University," said Rowe, selected from a field of 175 applicants following
a national search. "We don't separate faculty research. We try to leverage our strengths.
One of the challenges will be to maintain that closeness."
Rowe will do his part: He hopes to teach a technology management course once a
year. Although University administrators have been reluctant to predict the growth of the
Research Institute, Rowe has already set a "stretch goal" of doubling its research volume in
five years, with an emphasis on increasing industrial sponsorship. "I think we should set
goals to stretch ourselves and try to achieve them," he said.
Rowe brings a blend of industrial and academic experience to UD, with much of his
career in higher education. He served as provost of the Case Institute of Technology from
1976 to 1978 and dean of engineering and vice provost the previous two years. From 1955 to
1974, he was a faculty member at the University of Michigan, which included six years as
chair of the electrical and computer engineering department.
For the past five years, he has worked at PPG, a Fortune 500 glass and chemicals
company in Pittsburgh with $6 billion in annual sales. Previously, he served as vice chairman
and chief technical officer of Gould Inc., which he joined in 1982 as executive vice president
-more- .
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for research and defense systems. At Harris Corporation, he was corporate vice president of
technology and then vice president and general manager of two divisions, control systems and
custom semiconductors. He was chair of Shared Applications, a software ftrm, from 1970 to
1978, when it was acquired by Harris.
A native of Detroit, Rowe holds four degrees from the University of Michigan: a
bachelor's in mathematics and bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees in electrical
engineering. He is a member of the National Academy of Engineering.
Rowe has a ftve-year renewable contract with UD.
The University of Dayton Research Institute employs approximately 475 full-time
researchers and support staff, who are engaged in projects in laboratories at UD; WrightPatterson, Williams and Edwards Air Force Bases; the NASA/Goddard Space Flight
Center/Wallops Flight Facility; and the European Center of Aerospace Research and
Development.
The University of Dayton Research Institute is the top university contractor with
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. In the past ftscal year, UD performed $27 million worth of
research for the U.S. Air Force. According to the Ohio Aerospace Institute, no other
university in the state performs more aerospace-related research than UD. Industrial
sponsorship continues to be a fast-growing area of support-- nearly 1,000 research contracts
last year were funded by industry, a figure that substantially exceeds the national average.
-30For interviews, contact Joseph Rowe at (513) 229-2113 after Sept. 1 or (412) 963-0561 or
(412) 434-3131 before Sept. 1.
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